Breaking Free – The Seven Deadly Sins

The Cure for Your "I" Problem
Take Home Handout

“We have met the enemy and he is us.”  Pogo
Two kinds of pride:

* Good pride:
Self-respect, dignity, satisfaction with a job well done.  






Joy in seeing others succeed. (Galatians 6:4, 2 Corinthians7:4)


* Bad pride:

Conceit, egotism, selfishness.  Attitude of superiority.  





(Proverbs 16:5, 18, 29:23)

I.  HOW PRIDE CAUSES PROBLEMS


1.
IT PREVENTS ______________________________

"Anyone willing to be corrected is on the pathway to life. Anyone refusing has lost his chance."  Proverbs 10:17 (LB)


2.
IT POISONS ______________________________

"Pride only breeds quarrels."  Proverbs 13:10

"Take the log out of your own eye first, and then you will be able to see and take the speck out of your brother's eye."  Matthew 7:5


3. 
IT PRODUCES ______________________________

"It is dangerous to be concerned with what others think of you ..." Proverbs 29:25 (GN)

"The Lord gave us a mind and conscience. We cannot hide from ourselves."  Proverbs 20:27 (GN)

II. HOW TO DEVELOP A SPIRIT OF HUMILITY
1.  ADMIT MY _____________________________________________

"A man who refuses to admit his mistakes can never be successful. But if he confesses and forsakes them, he gets another chance." Proverbs 28:13 (LB)

2.  EVALUATE MY _____________________________________________

"Don't cherish exaggerated ideas of yourself or your importance, but try to have a sane estimate of your capabilities..."  Romans 12:3 (Phillips)

"Each man should test his own actions.  Then he can take pride in himself without comparing himself to somebody else."  Galatians 6:4

3.  ENJOY MY _____________________________________________

"What are you so puffed up about?  What do you have that God hasn't given you?  And if all you have is from God, why act as though you have accomplished something on your own?"  
1 Corinthians 4:7 (LB)

"Every good gift and every perfect gift comes down from the Father."  James 1:17

4.  SERVE OTHERS _____________________________________________

"Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility, consider others better than yourselves... Look not only to your own interests, but also the interests of others.  Your attitude should be the same as that of Jesus Christ."  Philippians 2:3-5

5.  DEPEND ON _____________________________________________

“Wicked people are proud.  They do not look for God; there is no room for God in their thoughts.” Psalm 10:4
"Humble yourselves before the Lord, and He will lift you up." James 4:1

"Pride goes before destruction and a haughty spirit before a fall." Proverbs 16:18
"For by grace you are saved through faith.  It is the gift of God, not of works, so that nobody can brag about it, boast about it." Ephesians 2:8-9

The cure for pride is this:  ____________________________________________________
"God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble." James 4:6
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