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Can you trust God to supply your needs?  What do you do when there is more month than there is money?  Where do you turn when there is no food in the pantry?  To whom can you turn when there’s no job to be found?  What do you do when you’re tired, you’re worn out and there is more to be done than there are hours in the day?  To whom can you turn when you’re lonely and it seems everyone else has abandoned you?  Can you trust God to supply your needs?  

Can we trust God to supply our needs?  As a church what do we do when our expenses exceed our income?  Where do we turn when there is more ministry to be done than there are volunteers to do it?   To whom can we turn when the needs are so great and the resources are so few? Can we trust God to supply our needs?  


Our Scripture text for this morning tells us of an event in the ministry of the Lord, Jesus, in which his disciples were faced with this same questions?


It had been a long, long day for the disciples and for Jesus. For days and weeks Jesus had been followed around by crowds of people unrelenting in their pursuit. He simply couldn’t escape them. This day had been especially difficult. News had just arrived that Jesus’ cousin, John, had been executed by the government, and Jesus responded by an invitation to his disciples to get into a boat and go with him to a deserted place, a place where the crowds couldn’t find them, so that they could be alone and have the opportunity to grieve and talk. 

As they’re making their escape, some of the crowd followed them along the shore. News quickly spread and apparently the crowds beat them to their destination and were waiting for Jesus when he arrived. The Gospels tell us that thousands of people were in this deserted place expecting Jesus’ arrival. And here’s what’s amazing to me about this story: In the midst of Jesus’ difficult time he sees this crowd and he has compassion for them because they were like sheep without a shepherd. They had no one to follow, no one to listen to. So rather than dwelling on his own problems, rather than experiencing his own grief and getting some well deserved rest, Jesus focused on the problems of others and began teaching them.

Finally, after what must have been a considerable amount of time, the disciples come to Jesus and tell him that he needs to send these people away to find something to eat. Here they are in a deserted place away from town with thousands of people who were growing hungry. Surely, Jesus would understand. They could come back tomorrow. 

But, listen, listen to the words of Jesus: “You give them something to eat.” 
“Wait a second, Jesus… Think about what you’re saying. We don’t have enough food for these people! What do expect us to do – buy food for them? Do you know how much that would cost? It would take one of us eight months to make enough money to pay for food for all these people. And besides, did you forget that you told us to leave our jobs? We’ve given up everything we have for you! We don’t have any money to feed these people, we don’t even have money to feed ourselves!”

Reason told the disciples that what Jesus was saying didn’t make sense! There was no way that this could be done. What was Jesus thinking? 

Now, we can’t be too critical of the disciples because isn’t that precisely how we often think? Jesus lays it on our heart to do something, or maybe He sends someone to us to suggest some area of ministry for us to become involved in, and the first thing we do is think of all the reasons that we can’t do it! Or reasons that it won’t work!

Well, OUR church doesn’t have the money to do that!  We only have a small core of workers on a regular basis; what can WE do?  We don’t have room! We don’t have supplies!

Or we personalize our excuses...I have a lot of other obligations! I’m just trying to pay the bills and keep food on the table!  Lord, do you know how busy I am?  I don’t have the time or the energy to devote to the church? Oh, it goes on and on, doesn’t it?

But notice how Jesus responds to the reasoning of the disciples, and to their lack of faith with a question: “How much food do you have? Go look!”

“Five loaves and two fish. Let’s see what you can do with that! How far is that going to reach?” You see the disciples had made the computations in their head without taking the Master into consideration. Granted, these disciples were all kinds of different people. There were some who were great at crunching numbers, I can see Matthew the tax collector, processing the ration of food to the amount of people divided by the amount of time necessary for distribution, multiplied by exerted energy. “No Lord we can’t do it. The numbers don’t add up.” They however have forgotten, just like we do, they also had the Christ, Jesus the Son of God.

Jesus told the people to sit down and he takes the five loaves and two fish, stands looking to the heavens, probably with His arms raised, blesses (giving thanks) and breaks the loaves and gives it to the disciples and tells them to pass out the food and that is exactly what they did and somehow, they continue to pass it out until everyone had eaten and all were satisfied.  When they were full the disciples gathered what was left and there were twelve baskets full. Reason had been defied. Reason said that there was no way that five loaves and two fish could feed this many people, but faith said, with God all things are possible. Reason had no answer, but faith found a way.

This miracle was a powerful spiritual lesson for the disciples and it is also a powerful spiritual lesson for disciples of every generation. Our God is able to supply all our needs. But how? How can these needs, these hungers be satisfied? Listen to this promise found in Philippians 4:19. "My God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus." That’s the answer. That’s the "How."

You see God has an inexhaustible account. God has untold riches, and it is all there for us because of Jesus Christ. So whatever our need is, God has it to give to us, to fulfill our need.

Are you hungry for food? Jesus is the Bread of Life. 
Are you hungry for knowledge? Jesus is the truth. 
Are you hungry for companionship? Jesus is your friend. 

Are you hungry for love? There is no greater love than God’s love, and God gives His love unselfishly, without reservation. 
Are you hungry for beauty? God wants to make you beautiful inside. And He can do it. 
Are you hungry for happiness? The source is God.

But there is another lesson here, and that is as you give your resources to God, God blesses them, and always provides more than enough.  When you give what you have to him, place it in his hands, at his disposal, God will multiply it a hundredfold. Don’t just keep taking for yourself. But give to others. Share with others what you have. And it will become a blessing.

God wants and can use us to do great and mighty things. God can use us to bring joy in midst of sadness; healing in midst of pain; salvation in place of death. God can also use us in the simple things as well. A helping hand to someone in need. A loving smile, a simple touch.

You may not feel you have much to offer, but I’m here to tell you God can take what you have and bless it, if you will only place it in his hands.  You only have a dollar for the offering plate. Ok. Give it. God will multiply that dollar and use it for his glory. You only have a few hours. Fine.  Use them.  God will increase their effectiveness.  In this day and age we tend to be selfish & self centered. We want to hold on to what we got. But look in the Bible. Look at all the times God took something or someone small and made them great. God took a little shepherd boy named David and made him into a great king. God took an old man with a speech impairment and freed the Israelite slaves in Egypt. Jesus took five loaves and two fish and fed over 5000 people. Jesus took a bunch of simple fishermen and turned them into great leaders. God can take your little and make it much.  God can take this congregation of 400 people at Sterling UMC turn us into Lifesavers for people who are dying and in need of Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.

But the first step is up to us. We can’t be blessed until we first become a blessing to others. We must be willing to give up our selfishness and give, share with others.

You know what folks? I believe that God wants us to be a lot less independent. I think He wants us to be a lot slower to analyze a situation and choreograph a solution; and a lot quicker to say, “Jesus, we see an opportunity here for you to show your glory; show us what you would have us do, but please, YOU BE THE PROVIDER...FOR YOU, YOURSELF, ARE OUR PROVISION.”

Here is our little bit, Lord; take it and make it a lot. And we will give You all the glory and the praise, for without you we have nothing.


“When we have exhausted our store of endurance,
When our strength has failed ere the day is half done,
When we reach the end of our hoarded resources,
Our Father’s full giving is only begun.
His love has no limit; 
His grace has no measure;
His power has no boundary known unto men,
For out of His infinite riches in Jesus,
He giveth, and giveth, and giveth again!”
-A.J.Flint
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Grow deeper with God by completing one, two, or more of these activities:


Biblical Exploration:

The account of this miracle is found in all four Gospels. Read each of them:
Matthew 14:13-21; Mark 6:30-44; Luke 9:12-17; John 6:1-14

· What similarities and differences do you see in the four accounts?

· What significance is there in its inclusion in all four Gospels?
Numerous stories in the Bible speak about God’s provision for his people:  Read some of them:  Exodus 16:1-5; Numbers 20:1-8; 1 Kings 17:1-6; 2 Kings 20:1-11

· What do these stories teach you about God’s provision?

Points to Ponder:

· Jesus invited the disciples to come away with him to a quiet place.  Why does Jesus want to do this? What do you think the significance of this is?
· The text tells us that the people followed Jesus and the disciples around the lake.  What does this tell you about the people?  About Jesus?
· How does Jesus first respond when he sees the multitude of people?
· How do you think the disciples would have reacted to Jesus’ comment, “You give them something to eat”?
· What significance do you see in how Jesus receives, blesses, and breaks the bread?
· There were twelve baskets full of leftovers.  Do you think there is significance in that number?

· In what ways has God provided for your needs?

Life Application:

· Do you take time to “get away by yourself”?

· What needs do you see as you look around your community?

· How do you respond to those needs?

· Jesus saw the people as “sheep without a shepherd”.  How do you see them?

· What resources do you have to place in Jesus’ disposal?

· What are some practical ways that you can use your gifts to be in ministry?

